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activities around the Village that celebrate the season.  We have had our Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony 
at the Park District, the Holiday Train will be here December 8th to entertain us and collect food donations 
for the less fortunate, and I hope to see many of you at the Menorah Lighting held at Gurnee Mills.  No 
matter what religion we celebrate, this is a very special time of year and I hope everyone has a great 
time with friends and family.

Please keep in mind our dedicated men and women who are devoted to the mission of peace and 
freedom in our Country.  May we all work together in 2008 to raise our families in a safe and supportive 
environment and may our family members overseas come home safely.

Finally, as we look toward a new year, watch for the Village’s 2007 Annual Report and 2008 Calendar.  It 
spotlights many of Gurnee’s achievements during 2007, while containing a wealth of information on all 
our valuable public services available to residents and businesses.  The New Year’s beginning offers us 
the opportunity to reflect on the past and look to the future.

Best wishes for a joyous Holiday season and a fruitful new year!

Sincerely,

Kristina M. Kovarik
Mayor of Gurnee
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Dear Resident:

On behalf of the Village Board and all the Village employees, I would 
like to wish each of you a Holiday Season filled with peace, health, 
and safety.  We also wish that each of you will be surrounded by 
people who love and support you.  The holidays hold a special place 
in my heart as it is such a festive time of year, almost making me 
feel like a kid again.  I always look forward to the many events and 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR GURNEE RESIDENTS - 
A FUN-TASTIC FAMILY VACATION AWAITS

For a vacation escape that’s a million miles from everyday, yet just a few short smiles away, Capt’n Dave 
cordially invites you to KeyLime Cove Water Resort.  KeyLime Cove is a water resort paradise inspired 
by warm tropical breezes and the laid-back island lifestyle and is located right here in Gurnee! 

Take advantage of a special Gurnee Resident rate and check out the resort for yourself!  Receive a 20% 
discount off the best available rate when you book a stay Sunday-
Thursday, April 1st - May 31st. 

Escape to Paradise now and visit www.KeyLimeCove.com for 
more information.  To book your reservation, and take advantage 
of this offer, please call 847-406-3993 today!  KeyLime Cove 
Water Resort opens February 29, 2008 and is located north of 
Grand Avenue just off Dilley Road on Nations Drive. 
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VILLAGE HOLIDAY HOURS

In observance of the upcoming holiday, 
the Village of Gurnee business offices 
will be closed on Monday, December 
24th and Tuesday, December 25th .  

In addition, Village offices will also be 
closed on Tuesday, January 1, 2008, 
in observation of New Year’s Day.  
Normal business hours will resume on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2008.  

SHOP LOCALLY, 
REINVEST IN GURNEE

Shoppers today have an endless 
array of choices, both in terms of what 
to buy, and where to buy it. While 
the price of goods usually plays a 
substantial role in considering how 
or where to purchase a particular 
product or service, don’t forget that 
your shopping decisions also directly 
impact Gurnee! A percentage of each 
dollar spent in Gurnee goes directly 
to the Village’s general revenue fund, 
which helps fund Village services, 
such as police and fire protection, and 
infrastructure projects, such as street 
maintenance. 

Sales tax revenue makes up about 80% 
of the Village’s General Fund budget.  
The Village of Gurnee eliminated its 
share of the property tax in exchange 
for a 1/2% home rule sales tax in 
September 2000.  This means that 
the Village does not directly receive 
any portion of your property tax dollar.  
With over 26 million visitors to the 
community each year, non-residents 
make significant contributions of 
sales tax revenue used to fund Village 
operations, therefore reducing the tax 
burden on our residents.   

So, as the holiday shopping season 
draws closer, remember that a portion 
of every dollar spent in Gurnee assists 
the Village in maintaining a healthy 
balance of revenues, and helps to 
mitigate the need for increases in 
other forms of revenue.
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The Village of Gurnee will repair or reimburse residents for 
damages caused to private mailboxes by municipal plows 
during the snow removal season.  However, the Village 
cannot reimburse homeowners for municipal plow damage 
if the mailboxes are improperly placed.

In order to avoid damage to your mailbox, the following 
placement procedures should be followed (46” tall and 6” 
to 8” from the curb line - see diagram).   The maximum 
reimbursement is $75.  For further information regarding 
snow removal, please contact the Gurnee Public Works 
Department at 847-599-6800.

46” 6-8”

MAILBOXES MUST BE PROPERLY PLACED TO BE REPLACED

VILLAGE IMPLEMENTS AUTOMATED NOTIFICATION SERVICE

In an effort to better inform the public during both emergency and non-emergency situations, 
the Village of Gurnee has implemented a village-to-resident automated telephone service.  
This service allows the Village to alert residents to a variety of matters including evacuations, 
weather events, hazmat spills, water-main breaks, lost child notices, crime watches, and more.  
This service allows the Village to create and rapidly disseminate time-sensitive messages 
to every telephone number stored in the notification database.  With the automated service, 
the Village can attempt to contact every home and business in Gurnee within a short period 
of time. 

Primary residential and business phones in Gurnee will be automatically included in the 
system. Residents must opt-in to have their e-mail address, cell phone, or private phone 
numbers included for emergency notifications.  Resident may add this additional contact 
information at the Village of Gurnee website at www.gurnee.il.us or by completing an 
application form available at Village Hall.  Residents may also choose to opt-out of the 
service using the same options listed above.

Residents are reminded that security and privacy concerns have been taken very seriously 
and information will not be sold, traded, leased, or loaned to any third party. Data is protected 
by physical and virtual layers to maintain data security. 

The Village has plans to test the system and make an introductory call to all residents and 
businesses during the first half of December.  For more information, please visit 
www.gurnee.il.us.

ELECTRONICS COLLECTION EVENT SET FOR JANUARY 24TH

The Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO), along with the Village of Gurnee, is 
sponsoring a one-day event to collect outdated, broken, or unwanted household electronics.  
The event will be held at the Public Works building (1151 Kilbourne Road) from 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on January 24, 2008.

The following are examples of items that will be accepted at this event:  personal computers, 
monitors, keyboards, laptops, printers, TVs, VCRs, camcorders, radios, speakers, blenders, 
vacuums, microwave ovens, power tools, typewriters, copy & fax machines, scanners, 
calculators, paper shredders, telephones, answering machines, cellular phones, etc...

This event is for residents only.  For a complete list of what items will and will not be accepted, 
please contact Public Works at 847-599-6800 or visit www.co.lake.il.us/swalco.
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CHRISTMAS TREE 
COLLECTION 

Waste Management will collect 
Christmas trees on the following 
dates:

• Wednesday, January 2, 2008
• Tuesday, January 8, 2008

• Tuesday, January 15, 2008
• Tuesday, January 22, 2008

In order for a tree to be collected, 
it must be placed at the curb or the 
edge of the street by 7:00 a.m. on the 
pick-up day. All lights and decorations 
must be removed. In addition, the tree 
SHOULD NOT be placed in a plastic 
bag. Failure to remove decorations, or 
placing the tree in a plastic bag, will 
result in the tree not being collected 
that week and, consequently, the 
resident will have to wait until the 
following week for the tree to be 
collected.  Trees placed out after 
January 24th will not be collected.
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HOLIDAY TRAIN RETURNS TO GURNEE DECEMBER 8TH

The holiday season rolls into Gurnee on Saturday, December 8th on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway’s Holiday Train!  Lake County residents are invited to join the fun when this luminous 
13-car train rolls into town.  Decked out with a thousand lights and topped with a lighted tree, 
the train hosts live musical shows from a custom entertainment stage car. 

The holiday train will arrive in Gurnee on Saturday, December 8th, at 4:50 p.m. at the north 
side of Old Grand Avenue underpass, on the east side of Depot Road across from Viking 
Park.  People are encouraged to arrive early to drop off their food or monetary donations at 
Viking Park and enjoy the entertainment, which begins at 3:30 p.m., and then proceed to the 
viewing site on Depot Road for the train’s arrival. 

For more information, or if you would like to contribute but will not be able to attend the 
event, please contact the Northern Illinois Food Bank at 847-336-3663. 

MEET YOUR TRUSTEE SERIES  

In order to get residents better acquainted with their locally elected representatives, the 
Village has started the “Meet Your Trustee” series.  Each edition of the Keeping Posted will 
highlight a different member of the Gurnee Village Board.  

MICHAEL JACOBS
Village Trustee Michael Jacobs has lived in Gurnee for 17 years and was elected to the Board 
of Trustees in the spring of 2007.  In addition to serving as a Trustee, Michael also serves 

as Chairman of the Village’s Finance Committee.  Michael has 
been employed by the Cook County States Attorneys Office 
for over twenty-one years. During the last four years, he has 
specialized in the labor and employment areas. When not 
serving in these capacities, Michael enjoys participating in team 
sports with friends. In addition, he takes every opportunity to 
coach youth sports from baseball in the spring and summer, 
football in the fall and floor hockey in the winter.  “My true 
passion is the administration of youth sports programming.”  He 
currently serves as the President of Gurnee Youth Baseball.  
During his tenure as President the program has expanded from 
approximately 700 to nearly 900 players. In addition, they now 
offer opportunities to players as old as eighteen.

WINTER HOLIDAY CONTEST

The Village of Gurnee invites all 
residents and local businesses to 
participate in the Winter Holiday 
Decorating Contest.  The contest is 
judged by an impartial panel in three 
separate categories, which include:

• Commercial/Retail
• Neighborhood/HOA

• Residential

Entries are evaluated based upon 
creativity, technical execution, 
relationship of materials, thematic 
elements, and design distinction.  
Applications are available now and are 
due December 12, 2007.  Winners will 
be announced at the December 17, 
2007, Village Board meeting.

When asked what motivated him to become involved in municipal government, Michael responded, “Having grown up in Lake County, 
I have seen the Village of Gurnee become one the County’s treasures. Gurnee is a wonderful place to live, shop, and visit. It was 
my desire to become a Trustee to offer perspectives to the Mayor and other Trustees that will help ensure that our community will be 
looked upon as a model community, not only by our residents, but our neighbors and other 
communities for years to come.”

Michael was also asked of what accomplishment he is most proud.  He responded, “While 
I am proud of many things that I have accomplished throughout my life, nothing has been 
as thrilling as seeing the election returns from last April when I learned that the citizens of 
Gurnee had the confidence and trust in me to elect me one of their leaders.”

Residents interested in contacting Michael, or any other member of the Gurnee Village Board, 
can send an email to:  Villageboard@village.gurnee.il.us



F.Y.I.
Keeping Posted

HOLIDAY SEASON REFUSE
PICK-UP SCHEDULE

Please remember that garbage will not 
be collected on Tuesday, December 
25th and Tuesday, January 1st.  During 
these weeks, residents will receive 
collection service one day later than 
usual.  For more information, please 
call Waste Management at 800-796-
9696.

UPCOMING STRATEGIC 
PLANNING INITIATIVE

In February 2008, the Village will kick-
off its first formalized strategic planning 
process.  The goal of the initiative is to 
develop a plan that will guide Gurnee 
as it moves into the future.  As a part of 
this initiative, the Village will be hosting 
Community Focus Groups aimed 
at collecting residents’ input to help 
shape Gurnee’s future.  Information 
regarding the Community Focus 
Groups will be posted on the Village’s 
website, included in future editions 
of the Keeping Posted Newsletter, 
and highlighted in the Village 
Announcements Weekly Emails.  
Individuals interested in being included 
on a list to receive information directly 
can contact Pat Muetz, Assistant to 
the Administrator, at PatM@village.
gurnee.il.us or 847-599-7513.

 COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR 
This program allows residents an 
informal and comfortable forum in 
which to meet with the Mayor to talk 
about issues, ask questions, discuss 
concerns, and offer comments or 
suggestions. The January event will 
be held:

Saturday, January 19, 2008
Starbucks 

1500 Nations Drive
10 a.m. - Noon 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ANSWERED:  SNOW PLOWING

With the winter season beginning, the Gurnee Public Works Department offers the 
following information for residents to keep in mind as snow plowing operations get 
started.

DOES GURNEE PLOW EVERY STREET IN THE VILLAGE?
No, the Village plows only municipally-owned streets.  Streets such as Grand Avenue, 
Hunt Club Road, Washington Street, Milwaukee Avenue, O’Plaine Road, etc... are plowed 
by either the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) or Lake County Department of 
Transportation (LCDOT), depending on who has jurisdiction of the street.  

WHEN WILL MY STREET BE PLOWED?
Plowing generally begins when the snow becomes one inch deep and when freezing 
temperatures indicate that no melting will occur.  The Village has a priority system to 
plowing the roadways, this is why you may see the plow go down the street of the next 
block and not see it on your street right away.  The main line or “collector” streets are 
plowed first. Examples of these streets are Almond Road, First Street, Lawson Boulevard, 
and Greenleaf Street.  The secondary streets are the next to be done. These are the 
through side streets that connect to the main line streets.  The dead ends and cul-de-sacs 
are then done after the secondary streets.

WHY DID THE PLOW REDEPOSIT SNOW AT THE END OF MY DRIVEWAY?
While it’s frustrating to shovel your driveway and then have the plow come by and push 
snow back at the base, there is no way to plow the street so that your driveway remains 
completely “snow free.”  It’s a good idea to learn from which direction the Village plow will 
generally come. While facing the roadway from your drive, the plows generally come from 
the left, therefore, put your snow on the right side so the plow doesn’t redeposit it back 
into the driveway. If possible, wait until the plow has passed before clearing your drive 
entrance.

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?
One major problem that works against snow removal operations is people shoveling, 
plowing or blowing snow back into the street after it has been plowed and salted. Village 
ordinance prohibits placing snow back onto the roadway once it has been plowed. Please 
place the snow that you shovel off of your driveway and sidewalk onto the adjacent parkway 
and not back onto the street.  The following are a few tips that, when followed, help ensure 
plowing operations proceed smoothly:

When it starts to snow, park your vehicle off of the street. This prevents the 
car from being plowed in, or from receiving a ticket and being towed. 

If there is a fire hydrant in front of your home, please try to clear the snow 
around the hydrant. It is there for your protection and that of your neighbors. 

Please remove portable basketball hoops from the street right of way. If 
they are left in an area where they can be damaged by our snow removal 
operations, we will not be responsible for any damage. 

If you have any questions regarding our snow removal efforts, please call the Gurnee 
Public Works Department at 847-599-6800. If a snow-related emergency occurs after 3:30 
p.m., you can call the non-emergency number at the Gurnee Police Department at 847-
599-7000.

• 
 
 
• 
 

• 
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SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS ACT 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1ST

At the end of July, the State passed 
the Smoke Free Illinois Act.  This act 
states that on January 1, 2008, all 
indoor workplaces and public places 
in Illinois must be smoke-free.  Any 
building with employees must be 100% 
smoke-free, regardless of ventilation 
systems or whether the space is 
open to the public.  This includes all 
workplaces:  offices, warehouses, 
factories, transportation facilities/
garages, as well as restaurants, 
bars, bowling alleys, and casinos.  
In addition, smoking is not allowed 
within 15 feet of entrances/exits, 
windows that open, or ventilation 
intakes.  Furthermore, ashtrays must 
be removed from non-smoking areas 
and “No Smoking” signage must be 
posted in areas where smoking is not 
allowed.

As a result of this legislation, visitors 
to any of the Village facilities will not 
be permitted to smoke within 15 feet 
of all entrances, vents, or windows.  
Signage indicating such will be posted 
at all Village facilities.  

Fines for those found violating the 
Smoke Free Illinois Act range from 
$100 to $250 for individuals and 
$250 to $2,500 for business owners/
operators.  The regulations will be 
enforced by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, local state-certified 
public health departments, and the 
Gurnee Police Department.  Any of 
these agencies may assess fines for 
smoking violations.

Residents with questions should 
contact Tobacco Free Lake County 
at 847-377-8090 or tflc@co.lake.
il.us.  Tobacco Free Lake County can 
provide information about second-
hand smoke, smoke-free laws in 
general, as well as programs to help 
people quit smoking.

KEEP WARM, STAY SAFE!  
HEATING TIPS FROM THE GURNEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

More than one third of all home fires occur during winter months.  Fires are more frequent 
during cold winter months is due to the use of heating sources such as fireplaces, wood 
burning stoves, and space heaters.  It is important to follow these heating safety tips to 
prevent fires in your home:

“YOU DRINK & DRIVE, YOU LOSE.”
December is National Drunk and Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month.  The campaign, 
You Drink & Drive, You Lose., was created to address the public health and traffic safety 
problems that arise from impaired drivers. 

Impaired driving is one of America’s most-often-committed and deadliest crimes.  According 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Report, more than 1.4 million people 
nationwide were arrested in 2004 for driving under the influence.  Statistics recently released 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration show that nearly 13,000 people died 
in highway crashes involving a driver with an illegal blood-alcohol concentration level of 0.08 
or higher.  Always follow these tips for a safer outing: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Be responsible and don’t drive impaired … you will be caught. 
If you plan to drink, choose a designated driver before going out. 
Take mass transit, a taxicab, or ask a sober friend to drive you home. 
Spend the night where the activity is being held. 
Report impaired drivers to law enforcement. 
Always buckle up – it’s still your best defense against an impaired driver.

The Gurnee Police Department will conduct extra DUI patrols during the holiday season to 
remove impaired drivers from our roadways. Please celebrate this holiday season safely. 
Have a designated driver or call a taxi. If you drink & drive, you could lose more than your 
drivers license.

Have your furnace inspected and cleaned prior to the heating season.
If you have a fireplace, have the chimney cleaned and inspected prior to use.
Use only clean dry firewood, do not burn trash.
Use a glass or metal screen in front of your fireplace to prevent sparks from igniting 
items near the fire.
When using a portable space heater, keep in mind the following safety tips:

Keep children and pets away from space heaters.
Never use an unvented, fuel-burning space heater inside your home/garage.
Never leave a space heater unattended.  Turn off the heater if you are leaving the 
room or area for more than a few minutes or sleeping.
Never use or store flammable liquids around a space heater.
Place space heaters at least three feet away from combustibles such as bedding, 
furniture, and drapes.  
Plug the space heater directly into an outlet, not a power strip, and be sure to 
unplug the space heater when it’s not in use.

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

-
-
-

-
-

- 

For more information, please contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 847-599-6650.
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VILLAGE BOARD BRIEFS

Approval of a proclamation designating November 
as National American Indian/Alaska Native Heritage 
month.
Presentation of certifi cates of completion to the 
Citizen Fire Academy Class of 2007.
Approval of an Annexation Agreement for 29.6 acres 
at the southeast corner of Route 21 and Woodlake 
Blvd.
Approval of a contact between the Village of Gurnee 
and Warren Waukegan Fire Protection District 
regarding fi re protection.
Approval of amending liquor license fees and 
creating a new class.
Approval of the Final PUD Plat for Auto Parts City.
Approval of Fire Chief’s request to issue take home 
vehicles.

NOVEMBER 5, 2007 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
• 

•

•

•

•

•
•

KRISTINA M. KOVARIK, MAYOR
Andy Harris, Village Clerk

VILLAGE TRUSTEES

Jim Hayner, Village Administrator

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Police/Fire/Medical Emergency 9-1-1

Fire non-emergency 847-599-6600
Police non-emergency 847-599-7000

Village Hall 847-599-7500
Village Hall/Hearing Impaired 847-623-7730

Water Billing 847-599-7525
Community Development 847-599-7550

Public Works 847-599-6800

Village Board Agenda 847-599-7540
Plan Commission Agenda 847-599-7541

Website: http://www.gurnee.il.us

Jeanne Balmes
Greg Garner

Michael Jacobs

David Ohanian
Cheryl Ross
Hank Schwarz

Approval of minor building change regarding 
permanent signage for Flagstar Bank Home Loan 
Center, 3701 Grand Avenue.
Approval of 2008 Village Board meeting schedule.
Presentation of FY 06/07 Annual Financial Report.
Approval of a minor amendment to the KeyLime 
Cove planned unit development agreement 
regarding landscape installation locations.

OCTOBER 15, 2007 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
• 

 
• 
• 
• 

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS

DECEMBER 2007

3rd Village Board - Regular Meeting  (7:30 p.m.)
6th Diversity Committee (6:30 p.m.)
12th Plan Commission  (7:30 p.m.)
17th Village Board - Regular Meeting (7:30 p.m.)
19th Plan Commission  (7:30 p.m.)

JANUARY 2008

3rd Diversity Committee (6:30 p.m.)
7th Village Board - Regular Meeting  (7:30 p.m.)
8th Finance Committee    (7:30 p.m.)
9th Plan Commission (7:30 p.m.)
14th Village Board - Regular Meeting (7:30 p.m.)
16th Plan Commission (7:30 p.m.)
23rd Zoning Board of Appeals  (7:30 p.m.)
28th Village Board - Committee-of-the-Whole (7:30 p.m.)

Schedules are tentative - please confi rm by calling the 
Village Hall or checking the website at www.gurnee.il.us 
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